At the funeral service for Dr. Simon Dack, the following remarks were delivered by William D. Nelligan, former Executive Vice President of the College, and by Dr. Valentin Fuster, of the Cardiovascular Institute at Mount Sinai Medical Center  by Fuster, Valentin
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man who was a catalyst . who lodged gently but firmly at just
the right time . This was a man who was an understanding
listener and counselor. This was a man of love and pence,
love of family, colleagues and friends . Simon Duck was a
gentleman
. . . and a gentle man . . . in every sense of the
word.
William D. Nelllgao
Without a doubt . Simon was one of this century's greatest
editors of medical journals . However, it is much more
important to understand why he was such a great editor and
a respected professional . I would like to describe his per-
tonality as having several very distinct facets .
First, Simon was a very genuine and candid person . In his
opening remarks in 1958. in the drat issue of the American
Journal Qf Cardiology, he wrote, "I have taken this task
with great humility." Then, candidly and without arrogance,
he added. "In so doing. I expect this journal will make a
notorious contribution to due progress of cardiology and of
medical education," At a recent testimonial dinner in Si-
moo's honor. Dr. Suzaone B . Knoebel. former President of
the American College of Cardiology and a great admirer of
Simao Duck, said, "Simon often responded to questions by
myieg, 'What do you think?"' A genuine and humble
response. Dr. Knoehel added, "He has tried throughout his
peofeasiottel life to encourage others to organize their
thou
.Msand rot to impose his
." This facet of his personality
explains why Simon never wrote editorial comments. Not
did he try to impress colleagues in conferences or meetings
by clalminghe knew the troth. He never fioreed his beliek on
others, but instead was a genuine and perceptive listener,
to miry ofwhat was happening in the field ofcardiology, but
also of his Mends and of his patiesv .s.
Second, Sinn was very courageous and not afraid to
take chances . I will never forget that in 1984, one of my
colleagues, fit . John Ambrose, had submitted to the New
England Journal of Medicine and subsequently to Cirrala-
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tiou what was then considered a revolutionary paper claim-
ing that small plaques in the coronary arteries were actually
more likely to lead to heart attacks than the most severe
plaques
. The paper was turned down by both journals and
was resubmitted to Dr . Deck's journal for consideration .
Simon called me to his office and asked, "Do you think thus
will be proven to be true ten years from now?" I said,
"Yes
." and he replied, "Then I will publish it ." Thus, it was
this willingness to astutely gamble which made him different
and more creative than most other editors .
Third, besides being geaufae and a courageous gambler,
in the best sense of the word, Simon was tough as a rock . I
remember about 1986, 1 submitted to him a manuscript I had
written which I thought w's great . After a few days he
replied to ire, "Valentin, you are my Chief, bus this paper is
not good. Either you revise it completely or you send it to
another journal ." As surprised as I was by his statement, I
Mined the greatest respect for him and some more insight
into the depth of his character. Indeed, the combination of a
genuine and courageous attitude, coupled with the highest
and most demanding standards, ranted him the highest
respect in the cardiology and academic community .
And fourth, Simon was an extremely committed, gentle
person. Any duty he accepted, he approached consciously
and seriously. I will never forget Simon's leaving for Dela-
ware on a two-week vacation, with a Imp stack of manu-
u ripe to review and edit . Such professioanl commitment
was matched only by his commitment as a husband and as a
father . Indeed, in his opening remarks to the 20th anniver-
sary issue of the American Joarnaf ofCardlalagy, he wrote,
"To my wire, Jacqueline, and to our children, Jerilyn and
Leonard . my deep love and gratitude for your encourage-
ment and support despite the many lows I have taken from
you." The way Simon committed himself to his family is the
way he committed himself to all of his friends . In his students
and to the journals he founded and so successfully directed,
VnleNria Faster, MID, PhD
